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and economic interests there arc of a special nature.   I admit
that Dekassc has been guilty of crude mistakes as Minister for
Foreign Affairs.   After five years' control he so far abused his
position as to omit to keep the Council of Ministers informed
concerning his plans—Combes, the Minister-President, was
given hardly any information, and Rouvier, Minister of
Finance, even less.   The latter, since becoming Minister for
Foreign Affairs, has wrought changes.  He shows much good
will, and he told me that he can give the German Ambassador,
Prince Radolin, credit for having carried out the mission
entrusted to him by the Chancellor in a spirit of amity.  There
was a moment when feeling in France ran high, the moment
when the German Emperor suddenly made his dramatic
appearance in Tangier.   The effect of this was staggering
and perplexing.   But since then we have been convinced that
neither the Kaiser nor the Chancellor had any ambition in
Morocco other than to serve German trade and German
industry."
Lockroy then went on to say that the Kaiser was regarded
in France as a statesman of wide views and that the
Chancellor's speeches were listened to with bated breath and
great appreciation, his wit and humour exercising a great
attraction. Moreover, his statesmanlike personality had filled
the French with respect.
Some years ago Lockroy had inspected thoroughly and
admired the organisation of the German Navy. He liked to
travel in Germany in the summer. Without venturing on
prophecy, he did not think it at all impossible that Prince
Bismarck's vision of the distant future, a day when France
and Germany would stand side by side as allies, should be
realised. When Felix Faure was President he had almost
arranged a meeting with the Emperor William, so that it
seemed possible that one day the German Emperor and the
President of the French Republic would come together.
He had observed tremendous patriotism all over Germany,
The whole nation seemed ready to support the German
Emperor in his far-reaching plans and enterprises, particularly
the naval plans.
The Navy, however, was a question of money, he thought.
" Should the plans already drafted by the Reichstag for the
increase of the fleet be accomplished," he continued, " France

